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Now that sheâ€™s retrieved the Staff of Lore, Captain Alisa Marchenko can finally dedicate herself

and her ship to finding her kidnapped daughter. Her scant clues lead her to Cleon Moon.

Unfortunately, since the fall of the empire, mafia clans have taken over the domed cities on the

harsh moon, and exploring there isnâ€™t easy. Even with the cyborg Leonidas at her side, Alisa

struggles to survive vengeful mafia clans, rogue Starseers, and genetically engineered predators.

To further complicate matters, she must worry about the ancient relic hidden on her ship, a beacon

to anyone in the system who craves its power. If Alisa canâ€™t navigate the moonâ€™s chaos, she

may lose her only chance to catch up with her daughter.
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I've read many of Buroker's books, including the ones she wrote as Ruby Lionsdrake which are

similar in genre to the Fallen Empire series. Simply put, Buroker is capable of a lot better, therefore I

could not give this book an "OK" rating. Call it 2.5 stars if you wish. The problems are many. The

plot of the series is dragging as other reviewers have pointed out. Buroker is trying to write nearly

slapstick nearly full-time comedy, and while the preview was pretty good, the jokes kept recycling



getting staler and staler. A comic has to have steady new material. I wish Buroker would just give up

on the full time comedy and stick to her occasional sidekick needling. She's also trying to do

something with sex. We know from the Mercenary series she can do sex just fine. But I think she is

embarrassed to write about it without a pseudonym and it winds up being pathetic. And finally,

people don't kiss, make small talk, and daydream about this and that during a running battle (not a

pitched battle, but while actively evading pursuers). Or at least they don't and survive. Surely there

is a balance between all-action-no-thought and a good author like Buroker falling into the

feeble-author-internal-monolog-pages-between-dialog category like so many 2nd rate authors. She

plans 3 more in the series. Frankly that should be cut to 1 or 2 in order to tighten things up.Also, I

cannot believe that after so cleverly sneaking away with the staff of Lore, an actual superweapon

that can destroy planets, in this novel Alisa simply leaves it lying around for other starseers to steal.

It just isn't credible. Suppose you have all your family problems to think about, but I'm handing you a

suitcase H-bomb of a trillion megatons. You have no choice.
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